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What you get with the team at Bright Wealth Management is a group of diverse and highly trained financial advisors all 
focused on one thing: You. If you would like to learn more about Bright Wealth Management and how we work with our 
clients, please give us a call or send an email. We would welcome the opportunity to work with you. 

 
 
 
 
 

To Spend or Not to Spend? 
About 77% of retirees between the ages of 62 and 75 plan to spend down at least some of their retirement 
assets. The top reasons cited include lifestyle, medical expenses and health insurance, housing expenses, and 
discretionary spending. The remaining 23% intend to maintain or grow their assets. Why would retirees not want 
to spend down the assets they've worked so hard to save? Here are the reasons they gave. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Employee Benefit Research Institute, 2021 (multiple responses allowed) 

 
Page 1 of 2 

See disclaimer on final page 

mailto:jewell.page@brightwealthmanagement.com
http://www.brightwealthmanagement.com/


Net Price Calculators Help Gauge College Affordability 
 

Fall is the time when many high school seniors narrow 
their college lists and start applying to colleges. One 
question that is often front and center on the minds of 
families is "how much will it cost?" To help answer that 
question, you can use a net price calculator, which is 
available on every college website. 
How a net price calculator works. A net price 
calculator can help families measure a specific 
college's true cost by providing an estimate of how 
much grant aid a student might expect based on his or 
her financial information and academic profile. A 
college's sticker price minus grant aid equals a 
student's net price, or out-of-pocket cost. 
The numbers quoted by a college net price calculator 
are not a guarantee of grant aid, but the estimates are 
meant to be close. By completing a net price calculator 
for several colleges before officially submitting an 
application, students can get an idea of what their 
out-of-pocket cost would be at specific schools and 
rank colleges based on affordability. 
What information it asks for. A net price calculator 
typically asks for the following information: parent 
income and assets, student income and assets, a 
student's general academic record, and family size, 
including number of dependents. A net price calculator 
might also ask more detailed questions; for example, a 
student's class rank and test scores, the amount 
parents contributed to their employer retirement plans 

in the last year, current home equity, or how much 
parents expect to pay in health-care costs in the 
coming year. Every college has its own net price 
calculator, so there may be slight variations in the 
questions that are asked. 
A net price calculator takes about 10 to 15 minutes to 
complete. Typing "net price calculator" in the search 
bar of a college's website should direct you to it. 
Results can vary. Keep in mind that colleges have 
different sticker prices and criteria for determining how 
much grant aid they offer, so calculator results can 
vary, even when the same financial information is 
being entered. For example, after entering identical 
financial information on three different calculators, 
families might find that College A has a net price of 
$25,000 per year, College B a net price of $30,000, 
and College C a net price of $40,000. Running a net 
price calculator for colleges that are similar in terms of 
selectivity and sticker price can help families compare 
the generosity of colleges in a similar peer group. 
Consider filing the FAFSA. The FAFSA for the 
2022-2023 school year opens on October 1, 2021. 
Families should consider submitting it even if they 
don't expect their child to qualify for need-based 
federal aid, because some colleges may require the 
FAFSA as a prerequisite for college-provided 
need-based and/or merit-based grants and 
scholarships. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

All information provided herein is for informational purposes only and should not be relied upon to make an investment decision. This presentation is neither an offer to sell, nor a solicitation of any offer 
to buy any securities, investment products, or in-vestment advisory service. The presentation is being furnished on a confidential basis to the recipient. 

The information herein contains forward looking statements and projections representing the current assumptions and beliefs based on information available to Bright Wealth Management, LLC at time of 
publishing. This information included is believed to be reasonable, reliable and accurate, (however no representation is made with respect to the accuracy and complete-ness of such data) and is the most 
recent information available (unless otherwise noted). However, all the information herein, and such beliefs, statements and assumptions are subject to change without notice. All statements made involve 
risk, uncertainties and are assumptions. Investors may not put undue reliance on any of these statements. There is no guarantee that the market will move in any direction, as there is no way to predict with 
certainty future market behavior. Due to rapidly changing market conditions and the complexity of investment decisions, supplemental information and other sources may be required to make an informed 
investment decision based on individual objectives and suitability. 
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